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Shelf,  March,  1903. 

TO  THE  QRBAN  DISTRICT  OOUNCTT.. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  my  Report  for  the 
year  1903. 

It  is  the  thirtieth  Annual  Report  made  for  the  District,  and 
as  in  like  years,  consists  of  the  various  tables  issued  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  County  Council,  pertaining  to  the 
vital  statistics  of  births,  deaths,  and  infectious  diseases,  with 
other  matters  concerning  the  sanitary  requirements  of  the 
district. 

Area  of  District  and  Population. — The  area  of  the 
district  is  1,350  acres,  and  the  population  at  the  census  of  1901 
w-as  2,500.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  diange,  and  so 
all  calculations  are  based  on  those  figures. 

Births. — The  registered  births  during  the  year  were  47, 
consisting  of  24  males  and  23  females,  giving  an  annual  birth¬ 
rate  of  18-8  per  thousand.  This  is  only  a  fraction  higher  than 
the  birth-rate  in  1901,  which  was  the  lowest  for  ten  years. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  last  year  was  28-4, 
lower  than  has  ever  previously  been  recorded. 

The  birth-rate  during  1902,  for  tlie  West  Riding  was  28-7. 


i 


Table  A.— BIRTHS. 


Y  ear. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  year. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1000. 

1892 

2598 

60 

23-09 

1893 

2G00 

72 

27-7 

1894 

2G50 

72 

27-1 

1895 

2650 

49 

18-4 

1896 

2600 

63 

24-2 

1897 

2600 

62 

20-4 

1898 

2550 

57 

22-3 

1899 

2500 

66 

24-0 

1900 

2500 

58 

23-2 

1901 

2500 

55 

22-0 

1902 

2500 

45 

18-0 

1903 

2500 

47 

18-0 

Deaths. — The  deaths  during  the  year  numbered  37  ;  IG 
males  and  21  females,  giving  a  death  rate  of  14-8  per  thousand. 

This  is  a  very  decent  death  rate,  a  great  improvement 
on  that  of  1902,  which  year  had  the  phenomenally  high  death 
rate  of  23-2  per  thousand. 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  (which  may  be  noted  was  the 
the  lowest  ever  recorded),  was  only  15'4,  and  excluding  the 
large  towns  was  14-8. 


Table  “  B  i.” 

Mortality  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages  for  1903. 


Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under  5. 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  00. 

00  and 
up  w’ds. 

1st  Quart’r 

... 

... 

5 

4 

2nd  ,, 

1 

i 

4 

1 

3rd  ,, 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4  th  ,, 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Total 

3 

2 

1 

1 

10 

20 

0 


Table  B.— DEATHS. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of  year. 

Number. 

Pate  per 
thousand. 

1892 

2598 

45 

17-32 

1893 

2600 

63 

24-2 

1894 

2650 

30 

14-71 

1895 

2650 

52 

19-6 

189G 

2600 

38 

14-6 

1897 

2600 

40 

15-4 

1898 

2550 

40 

15-6 

1899 

2500 

46 

18-4 

1900 

2500 

39 

15-6 

1901 

2500 

44 

17-6 

1902 

2500 

58 

23-2 

1903 

2500 

37 

14-8 

Infant  Mortality. — Only  3  children  under  1  year  of  age 
died  during  the  year,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  63-8 
per  thousand  registered  birth.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  we  have 
any  record  of,  and  is  extremely  gratifying. 

If  we  turn  to  Table  I,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  averages  for  the  previous  ten  years  152'74  per 
thousand  registered  births,  and  during  1903  for  England  and 
Wales  was  132. 

The  exceptionally  wet  summer  with  the  consequent  free¬ 
ness  from  summer  diarrhoea  and  any  zymotic  disease  such  as 
measles,  &c.,  has  been  the  chief  factor  in  the  lowness  of  the 
infantile  mortality  rate,  and  points  the  moral  of  the  advantage 
of  having  the  drains  well  flushed. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. — We  had  no  deaths  from  zymotic 
diseases,  in  fact  we  can  look  back  and  congratulate  ourselves 
on  a  comparative  freeness  from  any  of  the  various  diseases  that 
come  under  this  heading. 
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There  were  only  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  they  were 
IjoLh  promptly  sent  into  hospital. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  i'lG. 

Measles. — No  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Two  cases.  No  deaths. 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid). — No  cases. 

Influenza — We  had  more  influenza  during  the  year  than 
in  the  last  year. 

The  general  type  of  the  disease  was  not  severe,  now  and 
then,  however,  an  occasionally  very  severe  case  occurred. 

There  were  four  deaths. 

Pulmonary  Diseases. — There  were  live  deaths  from 
Bronchitis,  and  two  from  Pneumonia,  making  a  total  under 
this  heading  of  seven,  and  giving  a  Pulmonary  death  rate 
of  18-9. 

Phthisis. — There  were  two  deaths  under  this  heading, 
and  in  addition  to  these  were  two  from  other  tubercular 
diseases. 

Cancer. — Under  which  heading  I  have  included  other 
malignant  diseases,  accounted  for  three  deaths. 

One  cannot  help  noticing  the  increase  of  this  disease, 
although  the  factors  that  cause  it  are  not  easy  to  say. 

The  most  comfortable  view  to  take  is  that  it  is  not  really 
on  the  increase,  hut  that  our  modern  diagnosis  detects  it,  where 
it  was  missed  in  the  past. 

Inspections. — These  have  been  well  attended  to  by  your 
Inspector,  and  I  have  either  alone  or  along  with  him  visited 
such  houses  as  required  special  attention. 


Nuisances.  Have  received  every  attention. 


Excrement  and  Refuse  Removal. — Thu  Scavenging  is 
let  by  contract,  and  is  not  done  as  regularly  or  as  satisfactorily 
as  it  ought. 

Drainage. — The  Sewage  of  the  district  is  conducted  into 
fields  and  streams.  In  some  cases  cesspools  are  used. 

Having  definitely  decided  not  to  adopt  the  idea  of  sending 
our  sewage  to  Brighouse,  the  Council  decided  to  go  on  with 
the  scheme  which  had  for  some  time  being  held  over. 

This  naturally  divides  itself  into  two  schemes,  Stone  Chair, 
Lower  Shelf  and  Lumbrook  will  be  drained  down  to  Lumbrook, 
where  the  sewage  will  bo  treated  biologically. 

Super  Lane,  Cooper  Lane,  Shelf  Moor,  Carr  House  Lane, 
and  Wade  House  Lane,  &c.,  will  be  carried  down,  taking  Brow 
Lane  on  its  way,  to  Oxheyes,  whore  other  sceptic  tanks  will  be 
constructed. 

I  am  very  glad  that  this  much  vexed  subject  is  likely  to  bo 
soon  dealt  with. 

Water. — The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  with 
water  from  the  Bradford  Corporation.  It  is  a  good  and  pure 
water.  I  have  several  times  analysed  it  for  lead,  but  am  glad 
to  say  without  finding  any  marked  plumbo-solvent  action.  An 
extension  has  been  taken  to  Biding  Hill.  This  will  prove  a 
great  benefit  to  that  district,  as  practically  their  only  supply  in 
the  past  has  been  from  springs  and  wells,  which  soon  gave  out 
after  any  long  spell  of  dry  weather. 

It  is  likely  that  an  arrangement  will  be  made  with  Halifax 
to  supply  Lower  Shelf  and  Lumbrook,  with  their  water. 

Roads  and  Lighting. — The  highway  and  bye  roads  are 
very" well  kept  and  lighted.  Additional  lamps  have  been  taken 
to  Biding  Hill  and  Lower  Shelf. 

But  why  turn  them  out  at  eleven  ? 
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Hospital. — I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  arrangement  with 
Halifax  to  deal  with  our  zymotic  cases  has  proved  most  satis¬ 
factory,  and  I  feel  very  grateful  to  them  for  their  invariable 
courtesy  and  promptness  in  sending,  immediately  a  case 
has  been  notified  to  them  for  removal. 

If  wo  could  sometime  make  a  similar  arrangement  with 
them  to  take  our  small-pox  cases,  then  we  would  have  no 
anxiety  over  the  question  of  Hospital  accommodation. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. — The  compulsory 
notification  of  infectious  diseases  was  adopted,  and  came  into 
force  in  May,  1896.  In  July,  1898,  Measles  was  added,  and  in 
1900  Phthisis.  I  do  not  think  the  notification  of  Phthisis  has 
proved  of  any  value. 

Bye  “Laws. — These  were  adopted  on  the  5th  of  November, 
1901,  and  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on  the  28th 
of  November,  1901. 

Vaccinations. — There  is  not  much  improvement  to  note 
in  the  way  vaccinations  are  done.  The  conscience  clause  in 
the  Act  is  a  stumbling  block,  and  as  vaccination  has  been 
proved  time  after  time  to  be  a  protection  against  small-pox, 
then  why  pander  to  the  objections  of  parents,  whose  con- 
sciencious  objections  are  generally  based  on  ignorance,  and  a 
selfish  desire  to  save  themselves  any  trouble,  at  whatever  the 
risk  may  he  to  the  general  public  health. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  ipoi. — There  are  five 
factories  in  the  district,  collectively  employing  between  700  and 
800  hands. 

The  closet  accommodation,  which  I  thought  in  my  last 
report  was  inadequate,  has  been  increased,  but  still  leaves 
much  to  be  desired. 

It  can  bo  better  dealt  witli  when  the  sewerage  is  done. 


The  general  condition  of  the  factories  is  good.  They  arc 
well  ventilated,  and  limcwashed.  The  air  space  per  worker  is 
ample,  and  their  is  efficient  means  to  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

The  Workshops  in  the  district  are  as  follows  : — Dress¬ 
makers,  2  ;  Wheelwright,  1  ;  Bootmakers,  2  ;  Shoeing  Smiths, 
2  ;  Tailor,  1. 

The  general  condition  is  satisfactory. 

Bake  =  Houses  (2). — Satisfactory. 

Slaughter=  Houses  (2). — Satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades  (Tannery  1). — Good. 

D.C.M.  Order. — There  is  steady  improvement  being  made, 
but  changes  can  only  be  gradual. 

A  register  of  cowkeepers  is  kept. 


I  have  the  honour,  gentlemen,  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EOSETHEBNE  THOMPSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I.-  For  Whole  District 
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TABLE  II.  For  Whole  District. 


Vear. 

I’opulation 
estimated  to 
middle 
of  each  year. 

Birtlis 

reffistered. 

Deaths 
at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths 
under  1 
Year. 

1893 

2600 

72 

63 

15 

1894 

2650 

72 

39 

9 

1895 

2650 

49 

52 

7 

1896 

2600 

63 

38 

6 

1897 

2600 

62 

40 

9 

1898 

2550 

57 

40 

9 

1899 

2500 

66 

46 

10 

1900 

2500 

58 

39 

1901 

2500 

55 

44 

6 

1902 

2500 

45 

58 

13 

.\verages 
for  Yciii’K 
1803-1002. 

2565-0 

59-9 

45-9 

90 

1903 

2500 

47 

37 

3 

TABLE  III.— For  Whole  District. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 
DUEING  THE  YEAR  1903. 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ales 

— Years. 

No.  of  ca.ses 
removed 
to  Hospital. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  C5. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Totals  . 

2 

0 

... 

2 

hotalion  UuspUal. — An  arrangeuieiE  with  Halifax. 


TABLE  IV.— For  Whole  District 
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SHELF  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:— W.  ROSETHERNE  THOMPSON. 
Sanitary  Inspector WALTER  CROWTHER. 


\TATER  SUrPLV-Quality,  Good. 

Action  on  Lead — None  at  present. 

Any  extensions  or  cliange  during  1903? — No. 

I  I'cs ;  Lnmtirook  and  Lower  Sthelf. 
\  Biding  Hill  getting  supplied. 


Any  inade(]uacy  in  any  part' 


SEWERAGE — Is  the  district  systematically  sewered? — No. 

Any  inadequacy,  and  where  ? — No  Sewerage. 

SCAVENGING — Are  the  privy’-middens,  ash-places,  &c.,  j 

cleansed  by  Sanitary  staff,  by  Contractors,  or  by  -  Contractors. 
Owners  and  Tenants  ?  ) 

Water  closets — 12. 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS— 

Any  diseases  added  to  Notification  Schedule 
e.g.,  Measles,  Chicken-pox,  &c. 


Measles  and  Phthisis 
have  already  been 
included. 


BYE-LAWS — Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1903? 

(a)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — Adopted  Nov.  5th,  1901. 
{b)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  {Amendment)  Act,  1890 — No. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL— 

Name  and  Situation  of  Hospital  for  Small-pox  cases — None. 

Do.  do.  for  general  infectious  diseases — Halifax  Fever 
Hospital,  by  arrangement. 

Does  the  Sanitary  Authority  provide  antitoxin  (gratis)  1  y 
for  diptheria  cases  ?  ^  ±  o. 

SCHOOLS— Number  closed  during  1903  on  account  of  sickness —iVmie. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT— 

Number  of  Workshops  in  the  district,  as  per  Register — 5. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  included  in  above- Wo?ie. 

Number  of  Domestic  Workshops  in  above— iVoJte. 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  1903—5. 

Number  of  Underground  Bakehouses  in  district — None. 

Number  of  Domestic  Factories  in  the  district — None. 
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DW'ELTJNOS-  Number  of  Houses  built  durinrt  HtOS — 

(ieneral  character — Dwelliiuj  Hoiines, 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ? — Ow. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ? — Xo. 

Any  action  taken  under  tlie  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts?— Wo. 
Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made?— Wo. 

NUISANCES— Total  number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1902— C. 

At  close  of  1903 — 14. 

Reported  durine  1903 — 9.^. 

Abated  during  1903. — 83. 

Total  number  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings— xVo?;r. 

Number  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1903 _ G. 

Number  of  Sink  wastes  trapped  during  1903 — IS. 

Number  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1903 — 2G. 

Kinds — Privies. 

WlI.'iT  ACTION'  HAS  BEEN  TAKEN  IN  REC.ARD  TO  THE  FOLLOWING  MATTERS? 
Seizures  of  Unsound  Food — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.s— 

Smoke  observations  taken — None. 

Burial  (Irounds — Number  in  district — if.. 

Any  need  for  extension — No. 


BIRTHS — Males,  3/f  ;  Females,  23.  Total  if7. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  the  above — 

Number  of  Still  Births  (not  included) — No  hnoioledeje  of  them. 

DEATHS — (I)  Cross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in  the  \ 
district,  without  any  cori-ection  / 

(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated — 

Males,  IG ;  Females,  21.  Total  37. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above— 


